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Basic Kindle Facts

ÅWhatôs a Kindle?  An e-book 

reader

ÅLaunched November 2007

ÅPrice: $359

ÅPublications available:
ü >222,000 books (average ~$10)

ü 29 newspapers ($5.99 to $14.99/month) 

(NYT, WSJ & WP)

ü 21 magazines ($1.49 to $3.49/month)

ü ~1200 blogs ($0.99 to $1.99/month)



Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

ÅLeast expensive book:  ñThe 

Idiot Girl and the Flaming 

Tantrum of Deathò by Laurie 

Notaro.  $0.00.

ÅMost expensive book: ñNuclear 

Energyò by Zeynel Alkan et al. 

$6,232.00.



Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

ÅPaperback in size; 10.3 oz.

ÅInternal memory ~200 books

ÅAdditional SD Card: 
ü~735 books/GB; 

ü32 GB card ~24,000 books

ÅLorrinôs 33 Kindle books:
üAverage 1.36 MB

üSmallest 0.16 MB

üLargest 6.37 MB



Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

ÅPublications purchased using 

the Kindle or computer

ÅPublications are downloaded to 

Kindle in 1-2 minutes



Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

ÅThe battery

üCharges in ~2 hours

ü20-30 hours use (wireless off)

ü10-15 hours use (wireless on)

ÅUses electronic paper display 

technology (e-ink).  See 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electronic_paper

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electronic_paper


Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

ÅFile formats: 

üProprietary format (AZW)

üPublic file formats (MOBI, PRC 

& TXT)



Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

ÅWord processing documents can be e-

mailed to the Kindle ($0.10 per 

document converted)

ü.doc

ü.html & .htm

ü.jpeg & .jpg

ü.gif

ü.png

ü.bmp

ü.pdf (experimental)



Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

ÅElementary Web browser

ÅFree access to:

üGoogle

üWikipedia

ÅMP3 player



Basic Kindle Facts (cont.)

ÅUses Linux kernel as the OS

ÅUses Whispernet  for 

communication (via Sprint 

EVDO network)
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